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TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PGOV, ES 

SUBJECT: PUBLISHER OF CLOSED NEWSPAPER SEEKS EMBASSY ASSISTANCE 
REE: SAN SALVADOR 1035 (USINFO) 

1 . ON MARCH 4 I WAS VISITED BY DR JOSE NAPOLEON 
GONZALEZ, PUBLISHER OF LA CRONICA, LEFTIST DAILY 
SUSPENDED BY PRES MOLINA UNDER STATE OF SEIGE AUTHORITY. 

2. GONZALEZ STATED THAT HE WANTED TO TRAVEL TO US 
UNTIL NEWSPAPER SUSPENSION WAS LIFTED, BUT PASSPORT WAS 

IN NEWSPAPER OFEICE AND ACCESS TO IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE 
OF TROOP CORDON (FYI CONZALEZ HAS VALID US VISA). 

3. HE ASKED THAT I INTERCEDE WITH AUTHORITIES SO THAT HE 
BE ALLOWED TO RECOVER PASSPORT, AND ALSO TO REQUEST 
THAT COMMERICAL PRINTING BE ALLOWED TO RESUME IN HIS 
PLANT. I REPLIED THAT I WOULD AT LEAST SEEK TO HELP 

HIM RECOVER HIS PASSPORT. 

4. DATT ASKED MINDEF IF GONZALEZ COULD GET PASSPORT 
AND WAS TOLD NO, THAT THEY WANTED TO KEEP HIM IN 
THE COUNTRY EOR AT LEAST A FEW DAYS. 

5. THIS WAS RELAYED TO GONZALEZ BY TELEPHONE MARCH 5, 

AND HE REPLIED THAT HE HOPED HE COULD SOON LEAVE, BECAUSE 
HE FEARED EOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY IF HE HAD TO REMAIN 
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IN EL SALVADOR, ADDING THAT HIS COLUMNIST DAGOBERTO VEGA CEA 
HAD ALREADY BEEN DETAINED BY THE AUTHORITIES. 

LOZANO 
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